
ORGANIZATION INFORMATION

Established in 2010 by veteran jazz drummer, composer, author, and educator, Mac Santiago, 
Jazz Central Studios has become a catalyst for the innovative jazz arts in the Twin Cities.  We 
present live jazz music to the community five nights a week in a non-commercial listening 
environment and encourage collaboration and education among musicians of wide and varied 
experience. JCS is not a jazz club, though, since there is no kitchen or bar service available. 
Because of our no-alcohol policy, we are also a family-friendly venue where jazz fans of all ages 
are welcome!

Since inception, JCS has progressed from a small non-profit entity run by Mac and his fellow 
musicians to a single-member LLC in 2012 to a formal non-profit corporation, attaining 501(c)(3) 
status one year ago. Along the way, we expanded into an 1800 square foot artist-run 
performance space that is completely staffed by volunteers and have become a hub where 
musicians come to perform, listen, learn, educate, rehearse, record, and strengthen the jazz 
community. 

Over 500 different musicians have performed at JCS since we opened our doors, and 
presenting live concerts remains the main focus of our mission. However, in addition to our 
nightly thematic programming, other initiatives we have developed include:

• EDUCATION: Masterclasses, clinics, & interactive youth programs - including recitals - 
comprise our educational outreach. More than 150 classes and student concerts have taken 
place at JCS since 2010. 

• LIVE TRACKS: JCS records & archives every live performance for musicians to use for 
educational purposes. Over 6,000 recorded tracks are stored online in our archive.

• REHEARSAL SPACE: Musicians of every caliber use our facilities to rehearse their bands. 
Our space includes a baby grand piano, drum set, bass amp, Fender Rhodes electric piano, 
PA system, and recording facilities. 

Every aspect of operations at JCS is overseen by Executive Director, Mac Santiago. He directs 
and coordinates the all-volunteer staff, which includes our hosts who open the doors and greet 
patrons every night, our artistic directors who program the live music, and our support staff that 
help with recordings, stage operations, and keeping the room tidy and clean on a nightly basis. 
In addition, all of the performers essentially volunteer their time as they are paid very little 
through the uncertain admission fees. Without these generous artists who love jazz music, in 
addition to our incredibly supportive Board of Directors, Jazz Central Studios would simply not 
be able to operate.

Because of the wide-ranging programming each night, performing opportunities for local 
musicians can reach upwards of 50 performance opportunities every week depending on the 
size of the bands. And with a seating capacity for over 50 audience members, in any given 
month JCS musicians perform for over 500 listeners and supporters. Over the past five years, 
total attendance in our space has easily surpassed 25,000, with dozens of JCS-sponsored 
performances taking place throughout the state of Minnesota.


