
April 3, 2016

Glen Helgeson
Helgeson Foundation
90 South 7th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55479

Dear Glen,

I am following up on our previous proposal submitted to the Helgeson Foundation last November 
with a much more comprehensive outline of our organization and needs. We took to heart the 
feedback from your Board and feel that the enclosed proposal better addresses those concerns. As 
such, we have divided our previous request to focus on two specific programs: 1) the Weekly 
Performances Program and 2) the Jazz Combo Classes Program. The following proposal and 
attachments constitute our request for funding for the former, where we respectfully request a grant 
in the amount of $5,500.

As you know, our Weekly Performances Program of live jazz concerts comprise the bulk of our 
activities at Jazz Central Studios. We are the only live jazz performance space in the Twin Cities with 
programming five nights a week that focuses almost exclusively on local musicians. As such, this 
program has become a staple of the jazz community over the past few years and continues to play 
an essential role in the musical development of hundreds of jazz musicians who perform here.

Although quite proud of what we’ve accomplished since inception, we also recognize the need to 
create a sustainable organization that is properly funded. Because Jazz Central is run almost 
entirely on a volunteer basis, we are now embarking on a diverse fundraising plan with the eventual 
goal of replacing all of the in-kind services with additional earned and contributed revenue. No 
organization can survive on volunteer efforts alone, which is what makes this initiative essential.

It is our hope that funding from the Helgeson Foundation will act as a “kick-starter” that will spark 
additional foundations and individuals to contribute to this and other programs. In fact, with funding 
support from another foundation, Consilience Productions, we have been able to secure the efforts 
of a part-time Development Director, Vinson Valega. He has been busy identifying and soliciting 
support from the private and corporate foundations compiled in the “Prospective Funders” attached 
document. These efforts are also supplementing the initiatives outlined in the document entitled, 
“Three Year Sustainable Growth Plan.” 

It is with great enthusiasm that I am submitting this Weekly Performances Program grant proposal 
on behalf of Jazz Central Studios and thank you in advance for considering our request. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me with any questions or requests for additional information.

With Warm Regards,

Mac Santiago
Executive Director


