
GLOWTOWN 
Project Personnel 

 
Sharon Louden is a full-time professional artist, living and working in Minneapolis, who created 
Glowtown in 1999 based on a glow-in-the-dark installation she exhibited at the Aldrich Art Museum in 
Connecticut. With the help of essential volunteers, she has since led Glowtown workshops all over the 
country. She and other teaching artists direct the kids from the moment they walk into the room until 
they leave with their own section of Glowtown. She introduces the project to participants and describes 
what they are about to embark on for the next 2 ½ hours.  She is both the “General” and “Cheerleader,” 
shouting support and enthusiasm while keeping track of all deadlines to ensure a timely conclusion to 
the workshop. 
 
Louden graduated with a BFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and an MFA from Yale 
University, School of Art, in 1991. Her work has been exhibited in numerous venues including the 
Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, the Drawing Center, Carnegie Mellon University, Weisman Art 
Museum, National Gallery of Art, Birmingham Museum of Art, Weatherspoon Art Museum and the 
Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art. In addition, her work has been commissioned for numerous 
permanent public art installations around the country, such as Yahoo! Corporation (Sunnyvale, CA), 
Progressive Insurance Company (Tampa, FL), & University of Connecticut (Storrs, CT), to name a few. 
 
Sharon’s work has also been written about in the New York Times, Art in America, Washington Post, 
Sculpture Magazine and the Philadelphia Inquirer, as well as other publications. She has received a grant 
from the Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts and has participated in residencies at Tamarind Institute, 
Urban Glass and Art Omi. In 2013, she received a New York Foundation for the Arts Artist Fellowship 
in the category of Architecture/Environmental Structures/Design. 
 
Louden is also the editor of Living and Sustaining a Creative Life: Essays by 40 Working Artists 
published by Intellect Books and distributed by the University of Chicago Press. The book is already on 
its 5th printing since the first run sold out before its official release on October 15th, 2013, and has been 
#1 on Amazon.com's Bestseller List of Business Art References. In support of the book, she organized a 
book tour of almost 60 stops across the country, which began on November 2, 2013, and runs through 
spring 2015. 
 
She is also active on boards and committees of various not-for-profit art organizations and volunteers 
her time to artists to further their careers. Sharon is a consultant for the Joan Mitchell Foundation, 
advising their grantees, and also conducts webinars and one-on-one sessions with artists around the 
country for Creative Capital Foundation. 
 
Sharon has taught for more than 20 years since graduate school. Her teaching experience includes studio 
and professional practice classes to students of all levels in colleges and universities throughout the 
United States. Colleges and universities at which she has lectured and taught include: Kansas City Art 
Institute, College of Saint Rose, Massachusetts College of Art, Vanderbilt University and Maryland 
Institute College of Art. 
 
She currently teaches at the New York Academy of Art in New York City and at Minneapolis College of 
Art and Design, where she is a mentor to graduate students. For the past two summers, she has taught 
experimental drawing/collage and painting at the School of Art, Chautauqua Institution in Chautauqua, 
New York. She continues to lead Glowtown workshops across the country in libraries, art centers, and 
other not-for-profit organizations. 
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Vinson Valega is the Executive Director of Glowtown and manages all of the preparatory work leading 
up to each workshop. He oversees every aspects of each workshop, working hand-in-hand with the 
point-person at each venue, from beginning to end. He guides the organization through the process of 
preparing for a successful Glowtown, from helping decide the number of volunteers needed, to ensuring 
there is enough castaway and recycled material, to helping acquire the necessary glow-in-the-dark paint 
at a discount from Golden Artist Colors, Inc. 
 
Vinson has led a multi-varied career since graduating with a B.A. in Economics from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1987. His first five years were spent in the Commodity Trading industry as an Options 
Market Maker on the floor of the New York Mercantile Exchange in New York City. In 1992, he 
committed himself to becoming a professional jazz musician by attending the New School for Jazz and 
Contemporary Music full time, acquiring a Diploma in Jazz Performance in 1995. Since then, he 
founded Just Jazz – a live music booking agency – and Consilience Productions – a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
entity devoted to “Live Music for Social Change.”  Through his non-profit music label, Vinson has 
released four CDs as a leader and one as producer, organizing numerous concert-like events that 
combine music and activism. Over the years, he has taught privately and at music camps around the 
country, such as the Stanford Jazz Workshop. 
 
After many years creating videos on the side for Consilience Productions, Kickstarter fund raisers, artist 
profiles, small businesses, and non-profits, he is now building upon this experience to develop his free-
lance video editing skills through Mill City Profiles, a new video production company created with a 
business partner.  
 
As a Project Manager for artist, Sharon Louden, Vinson has been responsible for every area involved in 
Louden Studio large-scale installation commissions, including: materials research and acquisition, 
budgeting, managing large teams of workers, consulting and negotiating with architects and state 
officials, submitting RFQs and RFPs, grant writing, etc.  Budgets have ranged between $5,000 and 
$450,000, and have involved commissions from New York to Alabama to California, to name a few. 
Recently concluded projects include a museum commission in Asheville, NC, and an indoor aluminum 
sculpture installation at the University of Connecticut which was modeled after Sharon’s successful 8-
month long exhibition at the Weisman Art Museum in 2011-12. Upcoming in the fall is a scheduled 
large-scale museum installation at the Tweed Museum of Art in Duluth. 
 
Vinson is a full-time freelancer, splitting his time between project-managing Louden Studio 
commissions and Glowtown, Mill City Profiles video production, playing and teaching music, and 
organizing events through his non-profit. 
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In addition to Sharon Louden and Vinson Valega, each member of our Advisory Committee is 
instrumental in bringing workshops to life. Shana Kaplow, Anne Labowitz, Tammie Rosenbloom, and 
Christopher Atkins bring not only their ideas and initiatives to each workshop, but help to organize 
community members, recruit kids, and contribute their time and expertise assisting the pool of 
volunteers that are essential to every Glowtown. Please see the Advisory Board page for their bios. 
 
And finally, teaching-artists are involved in every workshop, helping to organize the kids as well as 
instructing them on art-making skills. They are selected based upon their professional artistic excellence, 
experience and desire to work with children in a diverse, community arts setting, and mutuality in 
meeting program goals. Final teaching-artists will be determined once funding is determined, with 
interviews beginning this summer and extending into the fall. Candidates will be drawn from a wide 
range of sources, including the networks of the Lead Artist and our Advisory Committee artists, as well 
as, the teaching-artist program at the Minneapolis College of Art and Design. 


